
Celebrating  

the Power of Poetry 
 

Join the Washington Poets 
Association today! Your 
membership makes you 

part of  the WPA’s mission 
to serve and inspire 

individuals and 
communities across the 
state by supporting the 

creation, presentation, and 
appreciation of  poetry 

through events, 
publications, recognition, 

and education. 

 Submit poems to be independently judged 
and possibly published in Cascade, our  
annual members-only poetry journal. 

 Receive a FREE copy of the next journal 
($15 value) and be able to buy additional 
copies at a 25 percent discount. 

 Get 10 to 20 percent discounts on WPA 
events such as the Burning Word festival 
and have first chance for tickets, including 
limited-space prefestival workshops. 

 Be part of the WPA membership directory 
and periodic updates. Depending on your 
preferences, your listing can include your 
name, address, phone, and e-mail. We  
e-mail the yearly directory as a PDF  
attachment to members only. 

 Find out first about our poetry contests, 
Burning Word, and about other WPA-
sponsored events, partnerships, readings, 
publishing opportunities, and workshops. 

 Camaraderie with other enthusiastic poets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jack Prelutsky, first U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate, and 
2007 winner of the WPA’s Lifetime Achievement Award, 
reads from the Burning Word main stage. 

 
 

Member Benefits Please Join Us! 

Pay your membership with PayPal at our Web site, 
www.washingtonpoets.org, or complete this form and 
send it with a $20 check made out to “WPA” to: 
 

Brad Hatfield 
WPA Membership Chair 
3026 140th Place SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012 
 
Name: _________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _________________________________ 
 
Please exclude the following information from my listing in 
the annual WPA member directory: 

 Name  Mailing Address  Phone  E-mail 
 

My dirt-cheap $20 membership fee: $___________ 
 

Please accept my tax-deductible donation (the WPA 
is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization): 
 

$_______________________________________ 
 

Here’s how I could help the WPA: 
 

________________________________________ 
 

Thank You! 
 

“Poetry is the most difficult and life-enhancing 
thing one can do in the world.” —Stanley Kunitz 

www.washingtonpoets.org 



Burning Word Festival 
In 2004, the WPA changed its annual confer­
ence to an all-day festival, and Burning Word 
was born. Held on the last Saturday of April at 
Whidbey Island’s Greenbank Farm, Burning 
Word took place from 2004 to 2008, growing 
in size and drawing rave reviews. In addition 
to presenting more than forty poets on the 
main stage each time, we’ve had open-mic 
sessions, workshops, a bookstore, a small 
press fair, art, music, and much more. Past 
featured performers include Tess Gallagher, 
Sam Hamill, Carolyn Kizer, bill bissett, Naomi 
Shihab Nye, Anne Waldman, José Kozer, 
Lionel Kearns, Mark Weiss, new Washington 
State Poet Laureate Samuel Green, the first 
U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate, Jack Prelutsky, 
and the first Parliamentary Poet Laureate of 
Canada, George Bowering. Building on the 
success of Burning Word, but taking a new 
direction, on April 18, 2009 we’ll stage a po-
etry festival at Seattle’s Richard Hugo House. 
Members have the exclusive opportunity to 
order discounted tickets early. Don’t miss out! 

Naomi Shihab Nye reads from the Burning Word  
main stage at Whidbey Island’s Greenbank Farm. 

 

Cascade: Annual WPA Journal 
WPA publishes Cascade, an annual journal featuring 
the poetry of our members juried by a panel of 
esteemed poets, as well as the top-three selections 
from our poetry contests. Submission guidelines 
for members are available on our Web site. All 
WPA members receive a free copy of the journal 
and the chance to buy additional copies at a dis-
counted price. This is our way of saying thanks for 
being a member and supporting our mission to 
inspire the creation and appreciation of poetry. 
 

WPA Web Site 
The WPA’s Web site at www.washingtonpoets.org is 
improving and expanding all the time. You’ll find 
newsletters, articles, and photos, as well as many 
past winners of our rich history of poetry contests 
(since 1972). Look for lists of poetry venues and 
open-mic readings, WPA and other poetry events, 
Burning Word information, and more.  
 

online  whispers & [Shouts] 
Check out the WPA’s evolving poetry collection, 
online whispers & [Shouts], on the WPA Web site. It’s 
wide-ranging and innovative, sometimes edgy, with 
thought-provoking poetry from poets crossing all 
boundaries or expanses in a repository of rich, di-
verse work for the enjoyment of all poets. Poems 
accepted for inclusion are featured with rotating 
links on the WPA home page, and you can search 
and read through the entire collection at any time. 
Bios and author photos are also included. 
 

Quarterly Newsletter 
Our quarterly newsletter publishes articles of gen-
eral interest to poets as well as listing reading ven-
ues, classes, workshops, and contests. Submission 
queries to the editor are welcome. 
 

Poet Laureate Campaign 
In 2007, the WPA partnered with the Wash-
ington State Arts Commission and Washing-
ton Humanities to successfully lobby state 
legislature to establish an official Washington 
State poet laureate. Governor Christine Gre-
goire signed House Bill 1279 into law on 
April 19, 2007, which appropriated $30,000 
toward the program. The WPA is helping to 
raise additional funds for the ongoing support 
of this position, which will promote poetry 
and literacy throughout the state. The WPA 
also heartily congratulates Samuel Green on 
becoming the state’s first poet laureate! 
 

WPA Awards 
For more than 35 years, the WPA has been 
dedicated to recognizing individual poets and 
their work through annual competitions. Our 
largest contest, the William Stafford Award, 
is open to any type of poetry, and is now se-
lected from poems submitted to our annual 
journal, Cascade. The Francine Porad Award 
is for haiku. In addition, the Bart Baxter Po-
etry in Performance Award recognizes fine 
poetry both on the page and in performance. 
The exciting final competition, held at Seat-
tle’s Richard Hugo House, plays to a packed 
house every year. 

The WPA also gives, at the discretion of 
the board, two awards for lifetime achieve-
ment. The Faith Beamer Cooke Award is 
given annually to an individual or organiza-
tion for outstanding service to poetry in 
Washington State. The WPA Lifetime 
Achievement Award is given to honor a 
Washington poet’s distinguished body of 
work. Both awards are given with great  
respect and appreciation. 

WPA Events, Publications, Awards, and Projects 


